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Here we go, Shuri Castle
Kobikishiki in the Reiwa era

Kingdom traditions revived in the Reiwa era
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Objectives and Outline
of the Event

The fire that happened on October 31, 2019, destroyed
seven structures, including Shuri Castle Main Hall, and
damaged two facilities, causing devastation and a sense
of loss among Okinawan people and others from inside
and outside of the country. Shortly after the fire, we
received so many messages and donations from a lot of
people who wish for the quick recovery of Shuri Castle.
Thanks to their support, the restoration work has been
steadily progressing, and on November 3, 2022, three
years after the fire, the groundbreaking ceremony for the
Main Hall was held.

Since 2022 marks the 50th anniversary of Okinawa's
reversion to Japan, Okinawa Prefectural Government
decided to hold a commemorative event to celebrate
the start of the Shuri Castle restoration work and to
pray for its success, along with people in Okinawa
and other people or organizations all hoping for the
castle's recovery. Together with Kunigami Village,
Naha City, and the Okinawa Churashima Foundation,
the Shuri Castle Restoration in the Reiwa Era Event
Planning Committee was established in order to host a
Kobikishiki ceremony, which had also been held upon
restoration of the castle in 1992. The planning committee
then organized small committees for each agenda item,
and other organizations such as Shuri Shinkokai and
Koto Shuri no Machizukuri Kiseikai (Urban planning of
oldtown Shuri) were also involved in the event.

Kobikishiki was an event held during the Ryukyu
Kingdom era when special lumber was delivered for
construction and restoration of Shuri Castle, and it was
also held during the last restoration in Heisei (completed
in 1992). “Kiyari” comes from “ki” meaning lumber and
“yariwatasu” meaning making and delivering lumber.
The expression was used as a chant when special
lumber was transported by many people as construction
material for a shrine. During the last Shuri Castle
restoration project, many Okinawan people participated

in this Kiyari event as the main event of the Kobikishiki.

In this Kobikishiki, a truck carrying the special lumber
departed from Kunigami and visited various places in
the prefecture before delivering the lumber to Shuri
Castle. In the last Kobikishiki in Heisei, special programs
were hosted by local municipalities for the event. In
addition to those programs, for this event companies
and organizations participated in “supporting projects”
to promote Kobikishiki.

On the morning of November 3, the main event of the

Shuri Castle Kiyari procession was held, involving

people in historical costume delivering the special
lumber to Shuri Castle, going from the site of the old
Chuzanmon gate located in front of Shuri High School to
Shureimon gate on the historical Ayajo Ufumichi road.
The procession was led by local pupils carrying banners
followed by the Shuri High School brass band, and local
performing arts group performances.Along with Shuri
community association members, many people from
inside and outside of the prefecture participated in this

procession.

Upon the arrival of the Kiyari procession, a Kiyari event
was held on the lawn of Suimui-kan where the Shuri
community gave a display of performing arts to express
joy of the launch of Shuri Castle reconstruction, and this
closed the whole Kobikishiki event.

On the afternoon of the same day, a groundbreaking
ceremony for Shuri Castle Main Hall restoration was
held at the site of the main hall in the presence of those
related to this project, marking a big step towards the
restoration of Shuri Castle.

The best feature of this Kobikishiki is that the special
lumber used was sourced using donations from many
people. Okinawa Prefectural Government obtained three
Okinawa Urajirogashi (Okinawa white oak) trees from

Kunigami Village for this restoration project.

The special lumber used for this ceremony was 98 years
old, weighed four tons, and was approximately nine
meters in height. It is going to be utilized for important
structural material called koyamaruta, which are round
beams to go above the usasuka dais where the king used
to sit in the main hall of Shuri Castle.Also, some of the
special lumber used for the wood carving ceremony
during the groundbreaking event was one of the three

Okinawa Urajirogashi trees sourced using donations.

The main events of the Kobikishiki held between
October 29 and November 3 were also broadcast
online, available to audiences inside and outside of
the prefecture. Messages of hope for Shuri Castle
from members of Okinawa associations overseas were
also shared in this video streaming. In this way, the
Kobikishiki event was successfully completed with the
participation of various entities.

We hope that this Kobikishiki offered an opportunity to
share the steady progress of the restoration project with
all the people who have a common passion for Shuri
Castle and for deepening understanding of the history
and culture symbolized within.
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Mayor of Kunigami Village

Yasushi Chibana
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Haisai Gusuyo Chunagabira

In conjunction with the commencement of the restoration of Shuri Castle Main Hall, Okinawa
Prefectural Government has held a Kobikishiki (a ceremony to carry lumber for the building
of Shuri Castle Main Hall) as part of the restoration project, with the help of many people.

What is distinctive about this ceremony is that this special lumber was sourced from Kunigami
Village using funds donated by many people from inside and outside of the country.

During the Kobikishiki, a lot of related events were held that involve many companies,
organizations, and individuals, and the content of those events was broadcast online. We hope
that allowing many people to see the lumber to be used for restoration of the hall will help
share the sense of constant development of Shuri Castle restoration.

We believe this ceremony was a big step towards the swift restoration of Shuri Castle, which is
the wish of both the people in Okinawa and those who have provided support from inside and
outside of the country.

We would like to express our gratitude to everyone for their kind thoughts, and ask you for
continued understanding and cooperation for the restoration of Shuri Castle.
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I’d like to thank you all for coming to Kunigami Festival, held as a related event of the
Kobikishiki ceremony for the Shuri Castle restoration project in the Reiwa era.

In the Ryukyu Kingdom era, lumber from Kunigami was dedicated as construction materials
for Shuri Castle. Although our local lumber was not used for reconstruction of Shuri Castle in
the Heisei era (1992), we are extremely happy to witness that Okinawa Urajirogashi (Okinawa
oak) sourced from Kunigami was chosen to be used for Shuri Castle construction this time,
and I feel thrilled to be involved in this ceremony held for the first time in 33 years, honoring
the traditional history.

During the Kunigami Festival period, I hope we have shared our thoughts towards Shuri Castle
restoration through Kunjan Sabakui, which is a traditional performing art in the Okuma
district of Kunigami Village, and a ceremonial unveiling of the special lumber.

Upon the opening of this event, I would like to end my remarks by thanking everyone involved
for their work and efforts in organizing this event, and wish for the quickest restoration of
Shuri Castle.
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Chair
Okinawa Churashima

Foundation

Yoshihiro Hanashiro
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I would like to show my appreciation for the successful completion of the Kobikishiki for the
Shuri Castle restoration event in the Reiwa era, and for publishing this commemorative book.

Naha City hosted Naha Festival in conjunction with the World Uchinanchu Festival pre-event
parade on the day before the main event. The event was successfully completed, involving a
jibari or dragon boat performance on land representing Naha, Tomari, and Kume, and leading
the lumber on a march down the street accompanied with traditional arts performances which
were given for the first time in 60 years and which Naha is proud of. I would like to show my
sincere appreciation for the hard work and effort of all those involved in the event.

We also feel very proud and happy to be able to share the launch of the Shuri Castle
restoration project with people in Okinawa and many others who wish for swift recovery of
Shuri Castle.

Let us all continue to follow the restoration of Shuri Castle which is the symbol of Okinawa.

Ippe nife debiru. Thank you very much!
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I am very happy that the lumber that left Kunigami on October 29, 2022, arrived safely at Shuri
Castle on November 3, and was pleased to welcome the lumber with all of you.

Since the fire in 2019, we have been receiving constant messages from inside and outside of the
country wishing for Shuri Castle’s recovery.

In order to help fulfill people’s wishes, and in cooperation with the national and prefectural
government, our foundation has been making efforts to realize “restoration on display,” where
we share every step of the recovery and restoration of Shuri Castle to bring people’s interest
and support towards Shuri Castle.

On the day the lumber arrived, we held a groundbreaking ceremony for the construction of
Shuri Castle Main Hall, which commemorated the official start of the restoration project. We
look forward to celebrating the completion of the restoration in 2026 with you all.
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Director-General, Okinawa

General Bureau, Cabinet Office

Aichiro Tanaka

Chair, Okinawa Prefectural

Assembly
Noboru Akamine
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In this milestone year, the 50th anniversary of Okinawa’s reversion back to mainland Japan,
we were able to cooperate in holding a Kobikishiki and a groundbreaking ceremony for
construction of Shuri Castle. The lumber that was transported from Kunigami to Shuri
Castle was witnessed not only by the local people, but also by many that came from inside
and outside of the prefecture, so I would like to thank everyone involved in this event.

Shuri Castle is the symbol of history and culture of Okinawa, and is also considered as
a national asset for regional development and tourism promotion. Working towards the
completion of the Main Hall in 2026, Okinawa General Bureau will proceed with safe and
steady construction, and in cooperation with Okinawa Prefectural Government, we will
continue to open Shuri Castle and its restoration process to the public so that many people
can learn about it.
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This year will mark four years since the Shuri Castle fire which devastated Okinawan
people.

The restoration of Shuri Castle has long been awaited by many local people; therefore, I
am very pleased that the first step towards the recovery of Shuri Castle Main Hall has been
taken.

I would like to show my gratitude again for the generous contributions and donations
towards this project from inside and outside of the prefecture.

The Kobikishiki ceremony which was a part of Shuri Castle restoration in the Reiwa era
was held in order to wish for safe construction of the main hall using lumber sourced
with the help of donations from many people. We were very happy to witness that many
people’s wishes and prayers for restoration became something visible.

Okinawa Prefectural Assembly shares all of your passion and we will work together in
order to help pass on the unique history and culture of Okinawa as represented in Shuri
Castle, and bring about swift recovery and restoration of the castle.
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Koto Shuri no Machizukuri
Kiseikai (Urban planning of
oldtown Shuri)

Yoshitaka Toyohira
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Congratulations on the success of the Kobikishiki ceremony.

We host the Ryukyu Dynasty Festival in Shuri on November 3 (Culture Day) every year,
and last year marked the 57t festival. We have not been able to do our full-scale parade
on Ryutan street because of the situation with COVID-19, so to be able to cooperate and
participate in this historic Kobikishiki ceremony this year meant a lot to us.

We have organized on a small scale our dynasty parade from Hoshinmon gate to
Shureimon gate of Shuri Castle. As for Kiyari parade, which was held between Chuzanmon
gate and Shureimon gate, we asked chairs of community associations in Shuri district to
participate. Thirteen hatagashira (banner performance) teams from Shuri communities
performed on the day.

The Kiyari event was held on the lawn of Shurijo Castle Park and featured Shurijo Ondo
dance, shishimai (traditional lion dance), and the hatagashira performance of Zuiun group.

The groundbreaking ceremony for the Shuri Castle Main Hall was in fact an iconic launch to
mark Shuri Castle as part of the historical heritage of Okinawa and to welcome prosperity.
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The construction of Shuri Castle Main Hall started when the lumber from Yanbaru forest
arrived on November 3, 2022. I would like to show my sincere appreciation for local people,
related organizations, and government bodies who have worked hard to make this event
possible.

Sonosuke Sato said in his poem, “In this quiet empty night, who shall I show and make
them stare at the color of tonight’s oldtown Shuri.” When all 38 plans established by the
prefectural government in April 2022 in the Old Shuri District Area Development Plan
are realized, we really hope the scenery that Sato portrayed will come back to life. As a
member of Suimui Machizukuri Suishin Kyogikai (Shuri Area Urban Planning Promotion
Association) which comprises the local community, experts in the field, related businesses,
and governmental bodies, our organization will work hard to make Shuri a town where
everyone wants to visit and live.
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Kunjan Sabakui of Okuma district, Kunigami (Kunigami Festival)
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Special lumber (Okinawa Urajirogashi tree) display (Kunigami Festival)
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The special lumber on a truck going south on Route 58 (near Sukuta, Nago City)
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Seeing off the truck carrying the special lumber (Kobiki parade starting ceremony)
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Performing Kunjan Sabakui to welcome the special lumber (Okinawa Ham Co., Ltd.)
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Kunigami Festival

| Overview of the event

The traditional performing art of Okuma district,
Kunjan Sabakui, was performed, following a
historical event called Kobikishiki (a ceremony to
carry lumber for the building of Shuri Castle Main
Hall).

At the event, the lumber sourced from Kunigami
Village for reconstruction of Shuri Castle Main
Hall was displayed for everyone to see and touch,
in the hopes of building momentum for Shuri

Castle restoration.
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Kobiki parade

| Overview of the event

The lumber for restoration of Shuri Castle Main
Hall, sourced from Kunigami Village, was loaded
onto a truck and paraded along Route 58 from
Kunigami Village all the way to Naha City. On the
way, the truck visited supporting companies where
the lumber was displayed and welcomed with

celebratory performances.
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Naha Festival

| Overview of the event

The special lumber was loaded onto a low-
floored trailer truck and paraded down Kokusai
Street from the intersection at the Prefectural
Government building north entrance to Tenbusu-
kan Hall, accompanied by jibari (on-land dragon
boat performance). Following that, the special
lumber was displayed at the Naha Festival venue
where traditional performing arts such as Ryukyuan
dance, karate, hatagashira (banner performance),
and eisa (drum dance) were also presented.

Then the lumber joined the pre-event parade for
the 7t World Uchinanchu Festival, which marched
along Kokusai Street from Naha Tenbusu-kan
to the Prefectural Government building north
entrance intersection. After the parade, it was
exhibited on the side of the Okinawa Prefectural
Assembly building.

(70 RO FF— > F 2 KEFRE/SL—F |
[HE] 544 10H30H (H) 15K~ 168

P EEEHE - 43p-45p



Lo
]
(]
=
o
2]

=
o

&

[EERS%N

g
il

175

Shuri Castle Kiyari procession
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| Overview of the event

“Kiyari” comes from “ki” meaning lumber and
“yariwatasu” meaning making lumber and
delivering. The expression was used as a chant
when special lumber was transported by many
people as construction material for a shrine.
During the last Shuri Castle restoration project,
many Okinawan people participated in this
Kiyari event as part of the Kobikishiki ceremony.
During the Kobikishiki ceremony for Shuri Castle
restoration in the Reiwa era, a Kiyari procession
was held where special lumber was delivered
from the area where the Chuzanmon gate site was
located to the site of Shuri Castle, wishing for the

safe and successful restoration of the main hall.

The Kiyari procession was held on the advice of
Masayuki Dana, Director of Okinawa Prefectural
Museum and Art Museum.
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Kiyari event

| Overview of the event

By showcasing performances by groups in the
Shuri region, delivery of the special lumber was
witnessed by spectators, the start of the main hall
construction was celebrated by the local people of
Shuri, and the recovery of the castle was prayed

for.

P SEIEHN—T 56p-57p



Lo
]
(]
=
o
2]

=
o

¥ LA

Shurijo Castle Reconstruction Festival

| RiEgiE

WECUL OB RES., WROBLREICMAT, B
BREROELED 5 -0 EPE, Hil e o
FVEBEESEFEMT AL T, MBOESE - 3L
DHE, BROFAANEERERICEVZIIE5HS
DRIH HBOREICHFEE T A L2 BNELE L,
[B8F] 4fM4#F10829H (+)~11H3H (K- #)
[SFr] &ERARS L OARRED
[ FE] 5EBSETEZES
[I{E] rEh,. ERRES. —REEEANEES BEEH

| IRUINZSVa—)L

1.EX - Fiof

[FAfEH]10 A29 H (£) ~10 A30 H (H)

(5T 1 28 4

2. EEREERERIREY 7 —

(B H110A29 H (£) ~10A30H (H) 11 A3 H (K -41)
DS IAM B R 5%

3. RERESREVEEGRTI ]
[BAEHILILA3HCK -$)
[ 5] 2P ~ <sF+LF
4 .BEE - FICHEEERERER
[FEHIIOH29H (£)~11 A3H (K -#)
[ 5Ff ] ek
[55@5]10)5]295( ) 10A30H (H) 11 A3H (K -#)
[5Ar] B B AR Z AR5
6. [FiIREEHEEITI | RS LR
[FMERIIOH29H (£) ~11 A3H (K -#)
[ A ] tHE5 R

RER=EE A
[F'ﬂ%ﬁ]10H29E(i)~10ﬂ305(5)\11ﬂ3E|(7K‘?R)
[ 5] N2tz

8. BBk AR Din §5iE
[FAEHIIIAIH(K) ~11A3HOK -#1)
[ 357 ] %78k

| Overview of the event

In addition to promoting Ryukyu culture and
tourism in Okinawa, this festival was held to
create opportunities for local people to support
restoration of Shuri Castle and to contribute to
the development of the region by hosting various
events with the cooperation of the national
and prefectural governments and regional

organizations.
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Support programs

| Call for Supporting Projects

We invited companies and organizations who
hope for the swift recovery of Shuri Castle as well

as support projects to aid Kobikishiki.

In the end, 21 companies and organizations
participated in supporting events. They also
joined the Shuri Castle Kiyari procession in order
to promote Kobikishiki, one of the events for the
Shuri Castle restoration project in the Reiwa era.
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Kunigami Festival

BEHXS YU
Shui Tinjanashi-bushi

TR CHEZEA CHEARMBTEI VAT 7] D— DT . ARSECRNL LB 2T 2|/ THHUET,
HREEEDOIEEY /N T ZHEDFIEEYNIBOTNBEC BT,

g <=7 A T s
FHEEHLSD EHENE TR LWESTADIERIESE
Greetings from the host: Mr. Yasushi Chibana,

Presenting a flower bouquet to the yamabugyo

Kunigami Village Mayor (a mountain magistrate)
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Kunjan Sabakui of Okuma district, Kunigami

BB ERRi A iR ERNRHE CAT BA LR T B - REEE D [EET /N1 1.
TDVXLICEDETARZRE HBNS07ERL CRELEL,

ke S

Sty -

= =
Mﬂhxﬁh-ﬂ-&"-:#
: ik -

828 EREE| 35



EENREEEED[EEEDY /71| Kunjan Sabakui of Okuma district, Kunigami
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Kunigami Festival / EFE7TAT1/\)
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Displaying of the special lumber
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Kobiki parade

RERSNIEARE KEfSNIcEEE
Decorated Ozaimoku-sha truck carrying the special Decorated cars to lead the lumber parade
lumber

HHE

Departure ceremony

BENEZRUD. Z<OBRENRTHHP. HEXM EEVELL,
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Kobiki parade ,/ RKE/\L—R

fEMAA AN =X ) DOR

Singing a song to send off the special lumber
BREXEET /NI REROESEN AL U ZT M AEZERX LEU,

EE58SEEITI S AE
The truck driving on Route 58

EiEEHFEL . BBEEEE T EMAE. L<DAT 1 T7HZDERFENATICND AT FI—CTOEIEM b ELZ.
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The truck stopping and turning right
onto Route 58

EBRHERASHIZ

People from neighboring communities welcoming the truck
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Performing Kunjan Sabakui to welcome the special lumber

40 | %28 |REH



Kobiki parade / AKH/\L—K
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The truck delivering the special lumber
arriving at the destination
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Spectators having fun touching the lumber and taking pictures Giving away of plants by the AEON environment group
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ESEY /N1  Kunjan Sabakui
LLDOBEEN RF2H. M AREDORI CIEEY /N7 2HELE U,
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The truck stopping before reversing into the space

R ARICENBAS ST

Spectators touching the lumber and taking pictures

Pyl = =

[EEO NI -l AEEZSHDZ ERZEHEL CSitEL) . HREICEE
Kunjan Sabakui and eisa (drum dance) being performed Arriving in Naha after departing from Kunigami
to welcome the truck and visiting many places
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Naha Festival

#/N—1)— jibari (on-land dragon boat performance)
A (5R) -FBER (RR) - K (3B) DIE(C LBt/ N\ —1) —(THES A ARE(C L B e/ SL—RefTWE LTz,
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Spectators having fun touching the lumber and taking Greeting from the host: Ms. Mikiko Shiroma, Naha City
pictures Mayor
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{CHiZ=AEZIEEE Traditional arts performances being given
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Naha Festival / BBE 7T AT 1/\)L
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Pre-event parade for the 7t» World Uchinanchu Festival
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Shuri Castle Kiyari procession
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Procession starting ceremony: the sound of a gong opening the

Shuri Castle Kiyari procession

VX BER S ok A

TRIASELLILE I AR o < kRS

2

WIS Banner

PBHEARAN\EREEFES DN HER BE=r AR ES DV iRERT @0 T ABEMILNI/\ PR BRIl \FR D
PENLELIE.

BRI B ESERRIREEER FREDHBL
Okinawa Prefectural Shuri High School brass band team Akata no Miruku (God of Akata region)
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Shuri Castle Kiyari procession /B EBIfAIEITY

BETRINTE [EES=T

Shishimai lion dance performance of Tera-cho in Shuri Shuri Ondo

BHNTA MRS FIEDAERE

Kunjan Sabakui Kiyari banners of supporting companies and organizations
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HFnDE Departure ceremony
e WVSERNABEDER TERDI AT T—FH1%ZF W ELE,

PES R
Hiya (weapon with a flame) Wakashu (people who served in the royal court)

NiEmE TS
Kiyari banners Chikusaji (police officers or security guards)

48 | #2& ZREH



Shuri Castle Kiyari procession /B EBIfAIEITY

RNEAXE =)

Kiyari ufubata (big banner of Kiyari) Bugyo (royal court officials)

g B S

HtEE-rEA SE-HIIL
Soshiki (commander) and his attendants Nitui and medachi (music performers)

RIRE K- S
Conch shell, drum, and gong players

828 EREH |
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BFAR REEX

Hikite ninju (people who pull the special lumber) Kajitui (people in charge of steering)

BO

Tobikuchi (people who use a picaroon to move the lumber)

. . : [ L
TI—F AR D
Atoushi (people pushing the cart) Kwena ninju (ceremonial song) Kashii ninju (helpers)
performers

| 528 ZREH



Shuri Castle Kiyari procession /B EBIfAIEITY

o

fHlI* KRB  Ozaimoku-sha (truck carrying the special lumber)
DBIC[FELOEEN N M AN ERHICE I N DR TFZERFWUELL,
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Ceremony to dedicate the special lumber
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Shuri Castle Kiyari procession /B EBIHAEITS
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SEAT L HAN RTHRRR S S FRIFRNS

s }é : t

THRIEL NERFMREESHRE R aa':P??AEE

Procession arrival ceremony Mr. Hideto Hatakenaka, Deputy Director-general,
Okinawa General Bureau, Cabinet Office

i -8 =

—IMEIENPRESEHE HER TEHRER TREESER RERR
Mr. Yoshihiro Hanashiro Mr. Noboru Akamine
Okinawa Churashima Foundation Chair Chair, Okinawa Prefectural Assembly
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MEEE—F R Hatagashira Issei Gae (All Hatagashira flag performances at once)
BPIRBICEEDER 3EA T 5 &M FEE/\ VI (C—FICEVELE,
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Hatagashira of the
Akata-cho region

pl

HiERBTAEEA P —)

Hatagashira of the
Tonokura-cho region

3! /5..;

Shuri Castle Kiyari procession /B EBIHAEITS

S el

A5 | | BT HHER [RE B2 EIETEER I'T’EﬁkJ
Hatagashira (banner performance) Hatagashira of the Kinjo-
of the Kubagawa-cho region cho region

-
. - J.I X E
g el Y e, |

e g \
PRERETHEER 045 FRETEER[F 58] LI BT PEER [
Hatagashira of the Hatagashira of the Hatagashira of the
Tobaru-cho region Taira-cho region Sakiyama-cho region

N

.-nl:_h.._.f r*‘_- wad o
FRTH]HEE Efﬁ B LLi) 1| BTAEERLL=R) | |8 SYEBTAEEE ]
Hatagashira of the Hatagashira of the Hatagashira of the
Akahira-cho region Yamagawa-cho region Torihori-cho region

AhBTFHEER fEE—]JJ GREETEER( ) = BTHERRE)

Hatagashira of the Hatagashira of the Hatagashira of the
Onaka-cho region Ishimine-cho region Samukawa-cho region
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Kiyari event

Shishimai lion dance performance of Tera-cho in Shuri

BEERER BER FHEH XhrFK
Ms. Misako Tamanaha, Chair of Shuri Shinkokai

o = e TTIOS

BEEHEE  Shurijo Ondo

| 528 ZREH

DEEENFEOKVERE &
Mr. Yoshitaka Toyohira
Chair, Koto Shuri no Machizukuri Kiseikai

BT RER

v BTk ks

EEE /N7  Kunjan Sabakui



Kiyari event /ARiETN>M

BB[#%E] Hatagashira Zuiun group
BEZFRT DEE, BRI ARSBEEBRENEE ST HFRRAREE VOBEMADSNTVET,
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Shurijo Castle Reconstruction Festival

REREARVEEETI
Dynasty parade, Ryukyu Dynasty Festival in Shuri
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Shurijo Castle Reconstruction Festival /& EBif{E L2

EE-FRdE SRRy 7 — PR B E )

Appearance of the king and queen Shuri Castle restoration project Dynasty parade, Ryukyu Dynasty
special backstage tour Festival in Shuri

%"Hl

e s S RTINS LR

Carriage of the king and queen Performance to wish for success of Viewing of the Ryukyu Dynasty
riding experience the Shuri Castle restoration project Royal Procession

e W !,—

IR=EEIE b2 ol 10) gt 7 CEB1HRAR
Ryukyu traditional arts performance ~ Ryukyu no Sui in Zenikura (tasting event ~ Opening of the gate ceremony
of old storage awamori, or Okinawan sake) by local children

[AEITH- IERRE T BMKED(E IEBR YY) ZAKER NR—IN—=T 57T MEER
Video streaming of the Kiyari procession  Seiden (main hall) coloring Papercraft workshop
and groundbreaking ceremony of Shuri workshop

Castle Main Hall

N ' EEERTER SR B ARSHRE S —

Sanshin (Okinawan stringed instrument) ~ Panel exhibition of the fine arts and  Shuri Castle AR (Augmented Reality)
trial lesson crafts of Shuri Castle mystery-solving tour
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Support programs

: A BREEDX AT R—RARIB LY
BEHSCLOETOYITN AR, SIS EHEE N MIERR

Shuri Castle Umui no Akari Project Shuri Castle restoration digital transformation co-
(projection mapping show) creation lab and Exhibition of Kobikishiki and Shuri
Castle restoration project in the Reiwa era-related events
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AEON Shuri Castle restoration support project
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Shuri Castle restoration support app
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Support programs / [LiEEEE

FIRBE KRR/NL—RHE YT NER-FRGBE KRN —RHE
Ryukyu Nissan car to accompany the Kobiki parade Okinawa Yamato Transport truck and Ryukyu Kaiun

truck to accompany the Kobiki parade

FROLLILE

BEREES

- __‘.‘

ANEFRREBUT. HEHERADBVEDRITS
Rickshaw ride experience to pass on the passion JTA-ANA [L#RIGI5ERS
for Shuri Castle restoration JTA and ANA publicity cooperation plan

DIJI SHURI XR
DIJI SHURI XR

358 USRS
Godiva Ryubo Store

828 EREH |
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Spectators having fun touching the lumber and taking pictures (AEON Mall Okinawa Rycom)
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Spectators having fun touching the lumber and taking pictures (NTT West Okinawa Branch)
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Event Title and Logo
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| Reason for selection

Event title division

The title conveys a strong will and portrays an
image of kingdom-era tradition connecting

through Kobikishiki.

Logo division

The use of Bengal red symbolizes Shuri Castle,
and the motif of annual growth as shown in tree
trunk rings reminds people of Kobikishiki, which
well expresses this event's movement to the future

and Shuri Castle restoration.
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Event title, event slogan, and logo
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| Winner

Event title division
15t prize: Mr. Hiroki Shinmen

“The tradition of Ryukyu Kingdom comes to life
in this Reiwa era and Shuri Castle comes back
into our lives. Like a phoenix, I wanted this event
to be full of vitality. All of the people's wishes are
directed to Shuri Castle; that's the Kobikishiki in

the Reiwa era [ was trying to express.”

Logo division
15t prize: Mr. Tomoaki Furuya

“In short, this event is to restore Ryukyuan culture
and create a new culture with 'Shuri Castle, forest,
and people's energy.' That is represented by the
tree trunk rings used in Kobikishiki, the power
created by people gathered at Shuri Castle, and
the natural aura collected in a forest. I tried to
symbolize all those mentioned with concentric

circles, rings, and harmony.”
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Messages from Uchinanchu around the World
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B - BAOMBEASZOBESE,» S, HER Upon the start of Shuri Castle Main Hall
FRETETICH D EEBAOE NS X vt — restoration, video messages expressing feelings
SUFACHEET VR RS, KERDT 4 Tk towards Shuri Castle were sent from Okinawan

associations overseas and in mainland Japan, and

REHDETA YT TORBLE L,

these messages were aired during the Kobikishiki
live broadcast.
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Okinawa Association of Brazil Okinawa Association of Campo Grande Okinawa Association of Peru

R AR BEZ SN VTR INEE 1Y) R

EHRRAEE S R ETHBRASR A%V aMRBRAZ

CENTRO OKINAWENSE EN LA Okinawa Association of Bolivia Okinawa Association of Mexico
ARGENTINA HE S FFhXT FHVEK

NFTAT 577 TIVK
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Hawaii United Okinawa Association QOkinawa Association of America, Inc. Atlanta Okinawa Kenjinkai
Va-vAX T4y FE N3IY TRT-FE

L T
FRANE TR AR
e bty
—
——

T ANTT AMHBIR NS 7)) FigR AR NV = N—MBREER
Las Vegas Okinawan Club Florida Okinawa Kenjin Kai Vancouver Okinawa-ken Yuaikai
B v ALK

Y 7= i
75y AMRRAZ YRR AR I8 ZMHRIR A
France Okinawa Kenjinkai Sydney Okinawa Kenjinkai Perth Okinawa Kenjinkai

e FREREG

EiEdRR A S EEBTREAS HEMREEAZ
Shanghai Okinawa Kenjinkai Taiwan Okinawa Kenjinkai Korea Okinawa Kenjinkai
i BRTR, BE EER, = ZHR

AR AIARERER, WA DR R

M R IR A S BHIRRAZ
Yokohama Tsurumi Okinawa Kenjinkai Fukui Okinawa Kenjinkai
IR B Eo EFEFR, ER —HK
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HROIFF—RyNT—7
X SYURI NO UTA

HHEBAOBRVWEZHRT
HREORSTadz s b

20204, BRHNT —T « A MEETHIES 1L
HEMEREEY >~ 7 [SYURI NO UTA] Zi#tHF
DYFF—2v T —TERE BHNRALE)
WKHHETHK-THH WV, ZOHEEL T ¥
EifE. FIRHICRES I [E7EHAOYFF—
YFaRz] EOMFHREND E LT

[Ea—-YvIEFF]
ARA »EE (espanol)

AL b AILEE (Portugués)
358 (English)

HERE (F32)

¥ v > 7 —ff (Multilingual)

Mr. Victor Kinjo ({875 Y VIE&31t)  Ms. Bruna Osh

o '-lj: - -
i by 4 3

Mr. Keisuke Nishihara (f£_-)

| 883% L#-7O0E—var

K75 YNVER5H)  Mr John Azama (FE~)L—IRR41H)

RV —ER4H)  Mr. Kenji Igei (£ —RR3 i)

Promotion Project

In order to promote events for the Shuri Castle
restoration project in the Reiwa era, various
promotions were offered including special video-
making. This was not only done within the
prefecture, but was also promoted and broadcast
outside Okinawa including overseas to gain
support for the restoration project.

Worldwide Uchina Network
x SYURI NO UTA

Project to connect passion
for Shuri Castle and the world

SYURI NO UTA is a support song for the Shuri
Castle restoration project and it was written and
sung by artists inside and outside of Okinawa
in 2020; also it was sung by members of Uchina
Network in their local languages. The video of the
performance was also broadcast online. This was
to bring a synergistic effect in promoting the 7t
Worldwide Uchinanchu Festival which was also

held concurrently.
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I Skip Martin x SYURI NO UTA
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> Y L7z SYURI NO UTA (Song of SHURI) |
22—V vyI7ETAELTHIE. BEKTOY
TIAL XA TOMFENER L 7B &Fic, £
MAICHEIFTERBLE L.

BS54 X5147
[EfER] $M4FE9H 16 H(%)
[EhESAr ] & BEWmAR Pl

| Skip Martin x SYURI NO UTA

This is a Shuri Castle restoration project promotion
campaign collaborating with Skip Martin, a
Grammy Award-winning artist and Okinawa
Goodwill Ambassador. The music video of SYURI
NO UTA: Song of Shuri was created. The filming
was done at Shuri Castle during a surprise live
concert, and this video was also streamed online

around the world.
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Online Broadcast (live stream)

(3¢]
=
(]
=
o
2]

=
o

M ARZEEL b L —F —AEENZHREL., FrkE I TS B AR R X R B
BHEREWMICEETZ2ETOEDDET A TH{LE ELTHHOBETICHERENSEMIIOVWTT
U7z ARBEIL A AE BmE R 1 X2 hAKY A b B9 2 EE AMR T ER ITaRE TR 1
o7 IEATE MAPOHICTEVWLEX ERNOBRAEPOFEONL[HADY FF—
L7z AFVFAD IR T—4— 13 EBEEK G YFaroDAvt—Y | HERBERZREY VT
BRIE SHRF 72 5% - PN BT sth s A LA ) L HE1T 1 [SYURI NO UTAl AR ¥ LEjHE & £, 4[] A
O—F - TLAI7R(EE TV H), RAOBEICH - DHIEL BB ZRE L E Lz,

SALTAAYFv— | Bo(E

PC
SHEEEEEINN
BEXHIRNENTT7ER
Tt 74
-------------- 1> 9—3yNER

174

PC-97Lvh-
AR CIREE

76 | $3% LHR-SOE—ar



1072900 0940~

EEE7xT X5 r/\)L 10:00~11:00

ARE/NL—F (HFEC) 11:30~12:00

10/29() 13:45~

ARE/NL—R 14:00~

@FFNALFAIHANTT

rE .Q-E-
EI [

10/30(H) 12:00~ Ok¥10]

MERTT AT /N 12:30~15:00 | i

£70 #ROVFF—>FIRRREE/SL—K

@FrEE™ EiEY

11/3 (K1) 08:45~ Ofy40)

BEBEIAET 09:00~11:00 |@

: i

BERWEERE Ty ERERiTI))
12:00~12:50

EEWIE 1§7|:I$#_I'\i 13:30~14:30

CEHERNE fHEE

$£35 LR SO0E—av |

77



E& 58 S/ N9 A ANE (FEET)

The special lumber on a truck going south on Route 58 (near Tomari, Naha City)

MR DIGHREAEZKE (BHE7TXT1/V)L)

Regional Traditional Performing Arts Performance (Naha Festival)
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Kunjan Sabakui

Kunjan Sabakui is a traditional performing art in the
Okuma area of Kunigami Village, and it expresses through
chants the joy of working in the sun to deliver lumber to
Shuri Castle. The song explains the process of obtaining
lumber involving all local people; cutting the trees in Mt.
Nagao, delivering them to Kaganji Beach from where the
Yanbaru Boat set off, and shipping them to Naha.

Sabakui was the title of a local officer in the Ryukyu
Kingdom era and it also means “to handle” or “to deal
with.”

In the Okuma district, it is said that a Kunigami
district official performed a song and dance comically
mimicking cutting trees in celebration of the completion
of Shuri Castle North Hall.

The audience including the king himself gave a big
round of applause for this performance. Since then,
Kunjan Sabakui is said to have spread widely. According
to historians, this performance was not only introduced
to the northern part of Okinawa, Itoman, Miyako Island,
and Yaeyama district, but also to Tanegashima Island in
Kagoshima Prefecture as Yonshi Odori (Yonshi dance).

In this recording, four performers led by Takayuki
Oshiro, a graduate of Okinawa Prefectural University
of Arts who plays an active role in stage performances,
demonstrated following the music sample of Kobikishiki
in the Heisei era, and there is also a video of Kunjan
Sabakui of Okuma district in Kunigami Village.

[Lyrics]

The official of Kunigami district drinks a lot

The special lumber harvested from Kunigami mountains
Trees from Mt. Nagao are too heavy to carry

From young to old

Everyone can carry

The special lumber we placed onto a boat on the shore
of Kaganji

It's the special lumber for the North Hall

da

r e
g ae vawl 0

EESIFE<L\OME Monument of Kunjan Sabakui
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Inspecting and Overseeing the Special Lumber
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| Overseeing the special lumber

Okinawa Prefectural Government obtained three
Okinawa Urajirogashi (Okinawa white oak) trees from
Kunigami. This is the special lumber to be used for Shuri
Castle restoration, and it is to be utilized for important
structural material called koyamaruta, which are round
beams to go above the usasuka dais where the king used
to sit in the main hall of Shuri Castle.

The special lumber was stored in storage owned by the
Kunigami Village Forestry Co-op until the day of the
Kobikishiki parade.
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Chair of the Board of Kunigami Village Forestry Co-op
Mr. Chushin Miyagi

Since the Ryukyu Kingdom era, Kunigami Village
has had a magnificent mountain with trees, and the
lumber was used for construction of Shuri Castle. It is
my honor and pride to see that lumber from Kunigami
is once again used for the restoration in the Reiwa era.

The special lumber had to meet strict requirements
--that it is 50 cm in diameter and 8 m in length - and
three Okinawa Urajirogashi trees were selected.

This special lumber used for the Kobikishiki parade
is 98 years old, nine meters long, and four tons in
weight, and it will be used above the usasuka dais, the
king's throne.

During the storage period, the drying process required
extra care. The lumber used to be stored in the water
in the olden days. However, for this time a specialist in
the field at the University of the Ryukyus visited every
month to manage the lumber's storage conditions,
including moisture in the air. Handling of the bark was
discussed many times, and we came to the conclusion
that removing the bark is a better way of storing
because the slightest change to the lumber would be
noticed; therefore, it is easier to monitor.

The bump on the surface of the lumber has been
removed. With that material, we are planning
to make coasters.For the future procurement of
lumber, children join the program to plant Okinawa
Urajirogashi trees.
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Lyari process ion
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Shuri Castle Kiyari procession, & BIifAEI TS
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Shuri Castle Kiyari procession, & BIifAEI TS
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Shuri Castle Kiyari procession, & BIifAEI TS

| BRI

E&xESs Getting into costumes
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Kiyari procession participants waiting in costume
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Tools to carry People from Shuri district hatagashira ~ Akata no Miruku (God of Akata region)
(banner performance) group standing in front of the Ozaimoku-sha

truck carrying the special lumber
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Shuttle bus
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Shuttle bus stop at Shuri Castle Park underground
parking
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Shuttle bus stop at Shuri Station bus stop

v MLNZADYIF - TR HTEREI R

Shuttle bus stop at Tedako Uranishi Station
parking lot
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Pre-event

Okinawa Urajirogashi Tree Planting
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List of Participating Organizations and

Affiliated Organizations
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The Ozaimoku-sha truck carrying the special lumber heading to Shuri Castle on the Ayajo Ufumichi road

A RKER Displaying of the special lumber
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